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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
MEMORANDUM

2 August 19L6.

MEMO FOR: Gen. Vandenberge

Attached is your copy of
the memo to-the Secretary,

which was given to him yesterday.
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1 August 1946,

WHOPANDUM FORs  The Seeretary of War,

SUBJICTs  Muclear Intellimenca.

there is nced to re-evaluate the intelligence wopects of the
Manhattan Engineerins District, particuluarly in the light of the ege
tablishment of 2 National Intelligence futhority, and there is naed
for a firm intramilitary understanding before the enactment of control

‘egislation on nuclear fission.

It would seem to mo thal owr Var Nepartment Director of
Intelligenca, ONI, and the State Department should not bLe proucribed
from activd pursuit of intelliponce leads in the field of nuclear
fiselon, whothor the informsiion Le of importance for military or
c¢ivilian purpoges, ot orly should thesg aroncles be free Lo pick
up such intelligence in the normal course of their activities, but
they should he directod to pursue such intelligence,

There in at tho moment no field of roreign intelligence of
more vital importance to our notional security than that of nuclear
developments., The intense foreipn activily in this field, both for
military and Industrial purpozes, is one which we must monitor wilh
2ll the resources which we can nuster,. In order most effectively to
marshal our intelligonce resourcos for this task, there is need of
competent and awthoritative coordination between the various apgencles.
“hile the over-all responsibility for Lhls task ig vegted, by Iresi-
denbiel direetivn, in Lho Divector of bentral Intelligenea, who is
charged with the "correlatlon wig evuluation of intelligeunce relatlng
to national security", the various national intelligence agencieas,
including thore of the War, Stato ang Navy Departmonts, should be
most alert Lo those aspeebs of tids problem falling in Lhelr sphered,

25X1

25X1

» ZE
(‘/ﬂ%)/gf‘_ :

Approved For Release 2005/01/10 : CIA-RDP84-00022R000300160003-2



Approved For Release 2ooslg?,gi%mopsmoooz'éaooomo160003-2

%l. I desire that you make availsble to the Joint Chiefs
of Staff all intelligence snd information relating to the
capabllitios and intentions of nations other than the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Canada rogarding stomic warfare,
I further desire that the Manhattan Enginsering Mstrict assist
‘the intelligence agency of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the
fullest extent in the latter's evaluation of the capabilities
and intentions of those nations, '

"2. The arrangements for implementing this directive should
be made directly with the Joint Intelligence Committes of the
- Joint Chiafs of Staff,® - ’ :

I take it that, bec@gse the officers of tha Kanhattan Engineoring
- Disirict state that the President's verbal directive Fives complete
authority in these matters to Gensral Grovesy it is felt that the only
rolief could come from Presidential directive. On the other hand, I
wrderstand from my rocent conversation with you that you are sble to

direct such actlon without recourse to the President. If my under—
atanding is corract, this course would certainly save valuable time

and much unnocessary paper work, X

It may interest you to know that this Proposed directive
has already had the approval of Admirals Nimitz and leahy, and is
presently under discussion in the War Depariment, preparatory to cone s
slderation by the Chief of Stalf, Il scems %o me that not only is it V
highly desirable that you issue the above directive, or its equivalent,
but also that it should be made clear through appropriate channels
that our various normal intellisunce agencies ghould bo free to pick
. up nuclear fission intelligence, I have in zind foreign intelligence,
exclusive of the United Kingdom end ‘Canada, = @ = - ‘

This would not bar the Manhattan Engimeering Digtrict from
having its own intelligence agency in much the same way ag the technical
sorvices have their own technical intellipgence agencles, however it
would sorve to coordinate intelligence operations in this field by
subjecting them to proper over-all administrstive control, Without
some such definitive interrelationship the position of the Director

of Central Intelligence, for cxample » 1o ambiguous.

o " pop inaiam;e, in the NIA Directiﬁel Ma,l the Diractor of :
+Gentral!Intelligence operates in ‘accordance with the following -
instructions: . ’ '

»

LN R -

' 95, Such intelligonce received by the intellipence agencies
of your Departments as may be designated by the National
Intelligence Authority shall be freely available to the Director
of Central Intelligence for correlatlon, evaluation or disgemi-
nation. To the extent approved by the National Intellicence
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:Am‘bhoritar, m apamtiaus‘ar said;‘ inwlli‘gam agenciea shall
" -be/open to inspection by the Director of Central Intelligence
w.conmqt.ion with plannd.ng funutiom. . _

v*ﬂ'*%*

mwmmhmg to t,ha nat.ional aewr.tty a8 is in their
5. and 2y ‘thel Director-of Ceatral Intelligence may
mmm o tdma requeat pursuant to regulatmm of the
imml Itxtelligsme Author;!.ty.,"

muigqm m.mehar ﬁwion ‘availdhle to thq Diraq:tcr of Central .
in't-ba B mthathe;iawhammaaaata axwotbar

‘madnly mmrmd with the’ foralgn m-.am.gamo
‘mmt.hor_‘ m ﬁ.ald mpmanted b:r Yanhattan. Engimarmg: Diatrict,
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Intelllprance, the Director of lans and Op\‘muu ons, and the Mreclor of
Researeh and Develoupmanb. sech of these individuals must have access
to guch information on our own developments as is requisite to carrying
out thelr resmotivo gt mm;.ib:l.liﬁrws. Thus, thoso responsible for
intellirenea should ) ageneg Lo osuon «.ammtt'm Tacts :.'3.53 mazr have &
solustion of Toreisn intellience in this
ficlde Yhe lirector of X‘J_.ams angd Opoeratlons should have access to guch
information on our ovn nuclear developments as are relevant to strategic
plaming, to lordsties, ond Lo operationsd nses Corresponding considerge
tions apply Lo the Director of Rescarch and Developmeont, with respect
to hig responsibillity for directing our developmental e;i‘orts 3 either
he 1g or he is not respongilile for the over-all direction of our ro=
search progrant

hoarine on thele af .‘.s*.(,“.fmrsft

In each of these cases there is the difficult, but not insolveble,
problem of declding just how much each of these individuals must know in
order to carry out their responsibllities, and of the extent to which
they may call in experts from thelr own shops in makdn: wse of this
informatlons  Any ease o which these declaiona can not be arrived at

by ortusd cdve-ande~toake oan sl shondd "m regolved by Lho Chicf of Stady
or, 1f neeessary, by the Decrctary of oave
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